CUAA early days

Compiled by Dhruba Chattoraj from printed/written materials received from Tark Bhar,
who, with others, founded and nurtured the organization for many years.

Calcutta University Alumni Association - DC: A Historical Perspective by Tarak Bhar
(Praktoni 1:5, 2009).

CUAA started as the Science College Alumni Association (SCAA) in 1996. At the very first
meeting, which was held at Pilgrim Hill Recreation Center in Silver Spring on 5th May 1996,
SCAA was renamed as CUSCAA (Calcutta University Science College Alumni Association).
The objectives of CUSCAA include establishing communications with all the departments
in the Science College and providing support (books, publications, financial awards,
assistance to students coming to the US). Activities that took place since inauguration
include: » Established links with various departments of Science College, ®* Donated (by a
CUSCAA alumni) four Pentium Computers to the Computer Center, ® Donated numerous
technical books, ® Donated Linux version of Mathematica computer program, ® Gave five
awards ($100 each): one each to the departments of Physics, Chemistry, Botany, Zoology
and Psychology. Starting in 1997, three Newsletters were published: Nov.97, vol.1; Nov.98,
vol. 2; Nov.99, vol.3. CUSCAA had an article of incorporation in Maryland. In 1997,
CUSCAA had a meet and greet session at the Bango Sanmelan at King of Prussia near
Philadelphia. In the same year, CUSCAA organized a fund drive in memory of Ranjit
Dasgupta (CUSCAA alumni) among members & community friends. The money (around
$2500) raised was used to donate books to the Physics department at Calcutta University.
The work of CUSCAA drew the attention of the media. PRATIDIN, a Bengali daily, ran an
article in its May 3, 1998, edition about CUSCAA. Smt. Purabi Chakraborty, in her weekly
column, covered the activities of CUSCAA and mentioned that CUSCAA, in its first year,
has been able to establish an emotional bond with those currently at the helm of affairs at
the institution.

A Metamorphosis by Tarak Bhar

Calcutta University Science College Alumni Association (CUSCAA) in a meeting on Aug 28,
2004, announced that CUSCAA would open its membership to all Alumni of Calcutta
University (not just Science College) and it’s going to be known as CUAA (Calcutta
University Alumni Association). On June 3, 2007, CUAA is changed to CUAA-DC.
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Book/Computer donations:

1996: Ranjit Dasgupta initiated contact with the Head of Physics Department,

Amitava Raychaudhuri by email regarding book donation and financial assistance.

In 1997, CUSCAA sent two books from funds raised in memory of Ranjit Dasgupta:

1. Anintroduction to Quantum Field Theory, Paskin and Schroeder.

2. Elements of X-ray Crystallography, L. Azaroff

Dr Santimoy Basu and Dr (Mrs) Sunanda Basu donated four Pentium computers to
the Computer Center of Calcutta U. Sri T.K. Mukherjee, Registrar, acknowledged the

receipt.



e Ranjit Dasgupta and Madhuchhanda Mukhopadhyay took the initiative to establish
contact with the departments of Botany, Chemistry and Zoology and formally got
the names of the three students of our
alma mater who will be the first recipients of the CUSCAA award ($100 each).
The awardees in 1998: Arundhati Pal (Botany), Debasis Nandy (Chemical
Engineering) and Papiya Chattopadhyay (Zoology).

The drive continued and in 1999 the awardees were Kaushik Mitra (Physics) and
Nandini Biswas (Psychology)

e In 1998, Tarak Bhar donated the following books to the Department of Applied

Physics:
1. Electric Circuits, James W. Nilsson & Susan A. Ridel, 1996.
2. Signals and Systems, Alan V. Oppenheim & Alan S. Willsky, 1997.

e 1In 1999, Tarak Bhar visited Department of Physics to discuss matters of mutual
interest. He also donated two books-

1. Solid state electronic devices, Ben J. Streetman
2. Logic and computer design fundamentals, M. Morris Mano & Charles R.
Kime.

e Ranjit Dasgupta and Dilip Som visited Science College. They met with Ashoke
Thakur, Department of Biophysics, who thanked them for the computers that the
Basu Family donated earlier. They handed over a reward check to a student in the
Radio Physics Department. They also got the names of students who would be
eligible for CUSCAA award in 1999 in chemistry.

e In 1999, Atin Dutta and Madhuchhanda met peers in the Department of Botany.

e In 1999 January, Dilip Som created a website www.cuaa-dc.org, and continue to

maintain it. Earlier Dilip Som also provided server space for a CUSCAA website.
1. In memory of Ranjit Dasgupta CUSCAA organized a fund drive among its
members and community friends. The money ($2,500) was used to buy
Physics books for CU. Two books were sent as noted above.
In 1999, CUSCAA donated the Linux version of Mathematica to the Physics
Department.

Outreach activities

In 2016, the CUAA Board of Directors (BODs) evaluated how they could distribute the
money in the Scholarship Fund (approx. $2,250) that was collected before 2012, primarily
to help CU students in Kolkata financially. It was generally acknowledged that giving this
money for its intended purpose was not possible for a variety of reasons. The BODs
approved the distribution of this money to three charitable organizations, Padakshep,
Pratyush, and Sisters Living Works, each of which is involved with education in varying


http://www.cuaa-dc.org/

forms in India and is run by highly dedicated people and with zero overhead. The first two
organizations are fully engaged in serving needy college and school students, respectively,
in and around Kolkata, and the third one supports educating people in India about the

causes of suicide and how to avert it. (ref: Presidents Corner by Nitya Nath (Praktoni 6:7,
2016).



